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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



This application has been examined. The claims 1-80 are allowed. 



Reasons For Allowance 
1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present invention 
is directed to a pointing device for detecting a slid distance and a slid direction of an operation 
key located approximately at the center of an opening section to generate a control signal 
according to the detected slid distance and the slid direction, wherein: when an original point is 
defined as a point where a slid distance of the operation key is zero, and a maximum value and a 
minimum value are defined as max-max and min-max, respectively, in the state where the 
operation key is moved until reading the rim of the opening section, the pointing generates the 
control signal corresponding to the slid distance of the operation key by: determining a strength 
of the control signal in the case where the operation key is located within a circular area of the 
case. The combination of the closest prior art of Kobachi et al. (US 6,326,948), Yu (US 
2003/0142071) and Anto et al. (US 2003/0063068) show a similar invention, however, they fail 
to teach the operation key is located a the original point and whose radius is n/N of the max- max 
(n and N are arbitrary positive integers, and n<N); determining a strength of the control signal 
corresponding to the slid distance of the operation key on the basis of a predetermined rule of 
operation in the case where the operation key is located within a toric area whose distance from 
the original point is larger than n/N of the max-max and smaller than the min-max; or 
determining a strength of the control signal corresponding to a strength obtained when a slid 
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distance of the operation key is the min-max in the case where the operation key is located 
within an area whose distance from the original point is larger than the min-max as claims 1, 5, 
41 and 45. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kimnhung Nguyen 
September 7, 2006 




RICHARD HJERPE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



